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the fierce course of Chillingworth, the hnshaml to a justified
revenge; a German might have exhibited Hester, the offending
wife, as actually achieving an outer freedom to match that
one within. Hawthorne transfers the net ion to an entirely
different plane. Let the persons in the triple conflict be in-
volved as they may with one another, each of them stands
essentially apart from the remaining two, because each is
occupied with a still vaster conflict, with good and evil as the
rival elements which continually tug at the poor human
creature. Small wonder, then, that the flesh, to which the sin
was superficially due, should go unsung; that the bliss of the
senses should hardly once be alluded to. After such fleeting
pleasures comes the inexorable judgment, which is of the spirit
not of the body. To the Puritan imagination, journeys begin
not end in lovers meeting. The tragedy of ninmuvstlalc lies
in his defeat by evil through the temptation of cowardice
and hypocrivSy, which are sins. Chillingworth tragically, and
sinfully, chooses evil when he decides to take a treacherous
vengeance into his own hands, though vengeance, he knows,
is another's. Hester alone emerges from her guilt through her
public expiation and the long practice of virtue afterward

So far The Scarlet Letter agrees with the doctrines of the
Puritans* Its broader implications critically transcend them.
In what dark slumber during these seven yearn has that
Jehovah wrapped himself whom the elder Puritans invoked
day and night about all their business, praying for the re-
mission of sins through the merciful affection of his son?
What prayers go up? Who counts upon the treasury of grace
from which any sinner might hope to obtain salvation if
his repentance were only sore enough? The theology which for
seventeenth-century men was almost as real as religion itself
had come to be for their descendant no more authoritative
than some remote mythology except as it shadowed forth a
cosmic and moral order which Hawthorne had himself ob-
served. In one respect he seems sterner than the elder Puritans,
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